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Community Foundation partners with Okanagan Rail Trail Project  

Vernon, BC (May 18 2016)  

The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan is pleased to announce the foundation will be handling donations 

made to the Okanagan Rail Trail initiative in the North Okanagan. As specialists in charitable giving, the community 

foundation is the perfect partner to accept donations towards the Okanagan Rail Trail development. 

With a fundraising goal of $7.86 million to build a hard-packed gravel trail from Coldstream to Kelowna, the Okanagan 

Rail Trail initiative has already been drawing the attention of local donors wanting to show their support. The trail will 

stretch 47.9 km along spectacular lakeshores and rural and urban landscapes and will be accessible for all ages and 

abilities.  

According to Brad Clements, Okanagan Rail Trails Ambassador, “We’ve already been approached by community 

leaders and forward thinking organizations excited to get on board as soon as possible! It’s great to see the 

cooperation between the municipalities and the OKIB to make this trail possible for our communities. We’re thrilled to 

be working with the community foundation to provide donors with a trusted way to provide their financial support. The 

Foundation will steward the funds and provide them as needed for the development of the trail as it progresses”  

Public support for the project is huge. There were several open houses held for residents to voice their questions and 

concerns. Over 1000people attended with an overwhelming majority claiming they’d use the trail and that it would be 

a valuable asset for our region.  

By partnering with the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan donors have the option of making gifts online, 

mailing cheques to the foundation office, or meeting with foundation staff to discuss larger gift options including 

donation of securities. According to Leanne Hammond of the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan, 

“Enthusiasm for the project is high, with individuals, community leaders, businesses, and service groups all looking 

forward to making the dream of a multi community trail a reality. While it appears that the project will likely be eligible 

for some additional government funding, we expect most of the required funding to be raised locally. Connecting 

donors who care with causes that matter is what we do!”  To contact the Community Foundation call 250.542.8655 or 

email Leanne@cfno.org. Donations can also be made online at www.cfno.org click on Okanagan Rail Trail. All 

donations over $25 are eligible for a tax receipt with all online donations receiving a tax receipt regardless of amount. 

for more information on the trail itself go to www.okanaganrailtrail.ca  

The trail will be built on the nearly 50 km of former CN Tail track purchased last year by the Regional District of North 

Okanagan, Coldstream, District of Lake Country, City of Kelowna and Province of BC.  
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About the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan  

 

The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan is a public charitable foundation that champions philanthropy to 

meet ever changing community needs and opportunities. Since 1975, the community foundation has grown to include 

more than 150 individual endowment funds supporting a broad range of charitable interests throughout the region. 

 

Leanne Hammond 

Interim Executive Director, Community Foundation of the North Okanagan  

Leanne@cfno.org  Visit us at: www.CFNO.org  

cell: 250.300.6061 office: 250.542.8655 
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