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Our Mission

The Community Foundation of the
North Okanagan is dedicated to
improving the quality of life in the
region by distributing the earnings from
a permanent ever-growing
pool of funds

The Foundation

Exercises philanthropic leadership in
identifying and addressing community
needs and opportunities

ednesday, October 22nd was
the launch of our ambitious
3 year campaign! When
the Governor General challenged
community foundations across the
country to harness the power of
philanthropy to build community
vitality, the Community Foundation of
the North Okanagan was inspired.
The goal of our Smart & Caring
Community Campaign is three fold:
Raise Awareness
We connect donors who care with causes
that matter. The Community Foundation
of the North Okanagan has been quietly
working away to support charities
throughout our region for almost 40 years
– it’s time to shine a light on our success
and set a course for even greater impact.
Champion Philanthropy
A community foundation exists purely

to support the charitable sector and
encourage philanthropic giving at all
levels. We want to make giving SIMPLE,
by being accessible to all donors. Whether
gifts are large or small, we can ALL make
a difference.
Leverage Funding
Our goal is to raise $3 million over
the next 3 years. That would put our
endowment at $17 million in 2017.
Whether through our donor advised
funds, funds designated by donors for
favourite charities, or gifts to our Smart
& Caring Community Fund, our most
flexible way to respond to ever changing
community needs, ALL gifts benefit our
community – today, tomorrow… forever!
To find out how you can get involved
contact Leanne Hammond at
250.542.8655 or email
Leanne@cfno.org

•

Attracts and manages charitable gifts of
cash, bonds, shares, pledges, bequests
and life insurance in the form of
permanent endowments
Invests these pooled funds prudently,
and uses the earnings to make
creative grants to deserving charitable
organizations for the benefit of all types
of activities: community services, arts &
culture, education, health, and seniors
& youth.
The Community Foundation is thus a
catalyst and resource for philanthropy

•
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Community Matters
Over $14 Million
Invested

O

ne measure of the size
and potential impact of a
community foundation is the
volume of funds under administration.
These funds, a combination of donors’
contributed principal, plus retained
returns from investments, represent
the total value of all funds endowed
by a foundation on behalf of the
community.
There are more than 150 separate
endowment funds within the
Community Foundation of the North
Okanagan, and at the time of this
publication, funds under management
have grown to over $14 million. Over
the last five years the endowment has
grown from $10 million as donors
have demonstrated their confidence
in the Foundation with their gifts to
the community. The Foundation’s
Investment Committee prudently retains
a portion of investment income to build
a cushion within each endowment
fund to offset inflation and allow for
distribution even in a less than stellar
investment climate.

Lunch Program helps Students
at Alternative Learning School
Succeed

I

n keeping with their name,
Community Baptist Church is
always looking for ways to give
back to the community and sets aside
a percentage of all income, whether it
is donation or congregation tithes, for
the mission’s innovative programming.
Ten years ago a former member of the
church, who is a public health nurse,
was administering immunizations at the
Alternative Learning School (formerly
called Discovery School) and noticed
some students were undernourished.
At that time there was no lunch program
in place, and Community Baptist
responded to meet the need. Since the
lunch program began, the school has
noticed very positive results. Students are
more eager to attend class and are able to
focus for longer periods of time. For some
students, this may be their only meal for
the day.

These earnings help fund the annual
community distribution to charities
which in 2014 was over $432,000.
The beauty of the endowment model is
that this distribution of income allows
us to support important community
charities without touching the donated
principle. The principle is retained to
form a renewable source of income for
our community’s needs today, tomorrow
and forever!
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Board chairman James Dennison, speaks
of their dreams for the program and
of the valuable role the Community
Foundation has played,
“We are committed to continuing and
hopefully expanding this program. As
a fairly small church, funds have been
tight at times, but thanks to the support
of the Community Foundation, we are
able to continue. These has also been an
increase in student numbers so with your
wonderful donation we can still provide
good , healthy meals every school day.
We also provide food and serve an
annual Christmas Banquet and a yearend BBQ.”

•

We’ve
freshened up
our look. . .
. . . by choosing lively symbol that conveys community vitality. Our logo is comprised of 6 colour
variations of the same shape, all moving and uniting in harmony. Each petal represents each
unique community we serve, from Coldstream to Greater Vernon, to Enderby to Armstrong,
to Lumby and Spallumcheen

Page 2 • Giving matters • Fall 2014

Alternative Learning School is for
children who, for various social or
behavioural reasons cannot attend regular
High School.

•

Smart & Caring Community Champion:

The Community Foundation of the North
Okanagan provides significant funding to

Sonja Gaudet

many organizations through regular annual
distributions from our Designated Funds. Here
are just a few of the charities our donors have
chosen as beneficiaries:
• Vernon Jubilee Hospital Foundation
• Vernon & District Performing Arts Centre
• School District # 22 graduation bursaries
• Greater Vernon Museum & Archives
• North Okanagan Hospice Society
• Okanagan College Bursaries & Scholarships
• Vernon Community Music School
• Armstrong & Spallumcheen Museum & Arts
Society
• Caetani Cultural Centre

F

or each year of our 3 year
campaign, we plan to work with a
proud “Community Champion”
to tell the story of how our Community
Foundation makes a difference to the
communities in which we live, work
and play.
We are honoured to announce that
Paralympic medalist Sonja Gaudet has
accepted our request to be our first Smart
& Caring Community Champion. Sonja
embodies the community foundation
principles of engagement, passion and
legacy. She is the world’s most decorated
wheelchair curler. She has gold medals
from the 2006 Paralympic Winter games
in Torino, Italy where wheelchair curling
made its debut and from the Vancouver
2010 games. She also won gold medals
at the 2013, 2011 and 2009 World
Wheelchair Curling Championships.
After a fall from a horse and sustaining a
spinal cord injury, Sonja turned to Rick
Hansen for encouragement on how to
stay active. She believes “The power of
sport has incredible benefits for athletes
with a disability. Sport promotes a healthy
lifestyle as well as so many great tools for

• Salvation Army (Vernon)
• Okanagan Boys & Girls Club (Vernon)

life – a sense of self-worth, confidence,
honesty, teamwork, respect, belief in self,
perseverance, determination. The list is
endless.”
Sonja has a keen interest in accessibility
issues and lends her experience and
knowledge to create new recreational
opportunities for people with mobility
challenges. She is an ambassador with
the Rick Hansen Foundation and the
Canadian Paralympic Committee where
she uses the power of sport and her
experience of overcoming challenges to
motivate and inspire people of all ages.
Community Foundation
Connection
Sonja was introduced to the sport of
wheelchair curling by chance when asked
to give advice on a wheelchair accessible
washroom renovation at the Vernon
Curling Club. The renovation was done
to enable the club to host a beginner
wheelchair curling clinic. Reluctance
turned to enthusiasm as well as a boon
for Team Canada! Oh, and by the way, the
elevator at the Vernon Curling Club was
built with a grant from the Community
Foundation of the North Okanagan.

•

Campaign Chair

Tom Christensen

We are delighted to welcome Tom
Christensen as our honourary Smart &
Caring Community Campaign Chair.
Tom is well acquainted with the power
of philanthropy, having sat on our Board
of Directors in the past and being a
strong supporter of the charitable sector
in the North Okanagan.
Tom looks forward to lending his
leadership skills to the campaign
and spreading the message that the
Community Foundation is a charity for
all charities.

•
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Community Matters
Do MORE good.
Multiply your impact with our
matching gift program.

A

s one of our longest standing
and most significant donors,
George Galbraith has stepped
up with a Matching Donation Program
to kick start our Smart & Caring
Community Campaign.
While our campaign is seeking gifts to
any of our endowment fund options, the
“Smart & Caring Community Fund” is
our specific response to the Governor
General’s challenge to Canada’s 191
community foundations to mobilize
ourselves to create a smarter, more caring
nation leading up to Canada’s 150th
birthday in 2017.
“Smart” means understanding the
needs of our community and using our
knowledge to tackle the issues we face.
“Caring” is the passion that motivates
us to act on our knowledge, facilitating
community change and creating
opportunities for all to participate in

being a part of solutions.
Our unrestricted, Smart & Caring
Community Fund makes it possible for
us to support initiatives that address ever
changing areas of concern through our
annual granting program. By leaving
donations to this particular fund open,
we maximize our impact and remain
flexible to future needs.
We know that a matching program is a
proven way to encourage donors to give.
George has generously pledged up to
$50,000 to make this matching program
meaningful for the Foundation and
prospective donors. Every gift you make
of $500 or more will be doubled up to a
maximum of $10,000 per person*.
For details on eligibility and how to
double the impact of your gift, please
contact Leanne at 250.542.8655 or
Leanne@cfno.org

•

* to be eligible for match, gift must be to the Smart & Caring Fund and made by an individual or group.
Corporate gifts appreciated but not eligible for matching funds at this time.

Community Foundation
North Okanagan
#304. 3402 – 27th Avenue,
Vernon, BC V1T 1S1
Tel. 250-542-8677
www.cfno.org
info@cfno.org
“It has been my distinct pleasure to
watch the Community Foundation of
the North Okanagan grow and increase
its positive impact in our community.
I am honoured to offer matching funds
to leverage even more growth in the
future.”
George Galbraith, CFNO Donor

Smart & Caring
Community Fund
=
Community
Impact

“Join me in imagining our country as it could be…
a smart and caring nation, where all Canadians can
succeed, contribute, and develop their talents to their
fullest potential.”
His Excellency, The Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor General of Canada
Left to Right: Leanne Hammond (CFNO),
Honourable David Johnston, Governor General of Canada
and Dave Fletcher (CFNO).
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