2014 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Foundation Past President Creates An Endowment
In 1994, Gail Hamilton joined the Community Foundation as a director.
She became President in 2002 and in the 2004 Report to
the Community, the first of what has become an annual
publication, Gail wrote the following.

the community that the Directors saw fit.
“We wanted the income to be used for present day needs,”
said Gail. “We wanted to leave a legacy that would support
a variety of community causes that might change over time.”

“It is the ongoing commitment of CFNO to support the
lasting legacy of the endowment funds – making a difference
in the community –today and in the future that I find so
appealing.”

Another organization with which Gail is involved is The
Vernon Welsh Society. There’s an old Welsh saying,” said
Gail, “that to be born Welsh is to be born with music in your
blood and poetry in your soul.”

That same year Gail and her husband, Richard, decided to
start their own endowment. “As a Board of Directors we
were out there asking for donations,” said Gail. “Richard
and I thought it was important to be making a donation of
our own.”

Toward that end the Welsh Society started an endowment to
provide a music scholarship fund for local school students.
It provides a modest sum of money each year for a music
student and the Society tops up the endowment whenever
they have extra funds. “It’s a wonderful way to create a
lasting legacy.”

Gail Hamilton
“We add to it a bit at a time,” said Richard, “so over the years
the endowment has grown fulfilling our wish for a lasting legacy for the
“I really like that the Foundation keeps administration costs at 1% or
community.”
less so there isn’t a large overhead,” said Gail, “and I have great comfort
The Hamiltons chose to create their endowment without a designated
that the Foundation Board will continue to manage the endowments in a
recipient so that income from the endowment could be used anywhere in
proper manner for the benefit of the entire community.”

A Donor’s Story
Putting something back into the community has led Gary Huston and
his family to create a fund with the Community Foundation. Gary`s
professional work as an
accountant and an investment
advisor has shown him that
an idea and intentionally
investing, time, money and
talents can result in a desired
positive outcome.
Gary served on the Board of
Directors for the Community
Foundation North Okanagan
for approximately 10 years
intentionally giving his time
and talent to enhance the
Gary and Sandi Huston
Community.
His
financial
knowledge and talents were appreciated as the Foundation’s funds under
management grew.
Working with the Community Foundation Grants Committee It became
evident to Gary that a donation specifying the recipient can miss
opportunities to fund very worthwhile community needs. “How do we
know that the needs of today are relevant tomorrow?” Gary’s family
decision to establish a fund augmenting existing revenue would make the
contribution both meaningful and relevant. It would provide flexibility
now and in the future.

Donations can be made to the Community Foundation of the North
Okanagan by visiting www.cfno.org and
clicking on the “Donate Now” button as shown
at the right.
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Community Foundation of the North Okanagan …

Taking the Governor General’s Words to Heart

A Message from the President
Too often when discussing community foundations we hear about
the size of the endowments or the growth in earnings, and certainly
these are important measures of their success. But perhaps a far more
important measure is the assistance that these foundations provide to
their communities, the grants that help dreams come true.
With this in mind, we’re very pleased this year to bring you stories
about donors to the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan and
about grant recipients who benefit from the foresight of those donors
and the earnings from their endowments.

In 2011 the Foundation undertook the first
Vital Signs Report, a community report card
reflecting what citizens thought about key area
indicators including health, education, seniors,
employment, housing, and six others. Your
Foundation is currently producing the followup report which will be published and available
to the community in October.

Mike Tindall,

Since the financial challenges of the 2008 recession, our foundation
has rebounded to almost $12 million in funds under management. Our
investment returns continue to be above average (10.1% in 2012)
and ongoing donations from both new and existing donors add to our
financial strength.

CFNO President
The Community Foundation of the North
Okanagan is one of 192 community foundations across Canada, almost
1,700 worldwide, stewarding endowments entrusted to them by citizens
and other community groups. We welcome your enquiries about
establishing new endowments and our Fund Development Officer,
Leanne Hammond, would be pleased to meet with you.

Most importantly, these donations and earnings allow the Foundation
to participate meaningfully each year in support of dozens of worthy
community projects, activities and scholarships.

I would like to express appreciation for the contributions throughout
the year from our Board of Directors, our Executive Director, our
volunteers and, of course, our valued donors.

Asparagus Community Theatre – Completion of Lighting Project
BC Choral Federation – Corfestivity 2015
Bill Miner Society for Cultural Enhancement – The Hay & Horse
Barn Project

Community Baptist Church – Alternative Learning Lunch Program
Community Foundation of the North Okanagan director Ken Friesen (third from right)
presents grants for various community projects to Rob Culos (from left), Delores Mori, Sean
Newton and Nick Watkins of the Bill Miner Society for Cultural Enhancement, Andrew
Mercey of the Caetani Cultural Centre Society; Marg Wernicke and Elizabeth Scott with
the B.C. Choral Federation Chorfestivity 2015; and Maureen Karran and Sherry MacFarlane
with the Armstrong Spallumcheen Museum and Arts Society.

Hulcar and Deep Creek Hall Society – Hullcar Hall 2014

The Tattoo will feature over 400 performers during the two days, about
225 from the North Okanagan and the balance from across B.C. and
Alberta including dozens of dancers, drums, bands, bagpipes and kilts
all on a single stage.

Okanagan Tattoo 2013

Don Weixl photo

Led by Vernon’s Kalamalka Pipe Band and Aaron Campbell Memorial
Youth Pipe Band, the two night performance currently has confirmed 19
bands, dance groups, choral groups and community organizations.

John Howard Society – Bills Place Serenity Garden
Kalamalka Highlander`s Pipe Band Society – Set Design &
Construction

“There will also be a mini trade show in the Concourse,” said Crerar,”
with information booths and kiosks from many of our performing
groups.”

North Okanagan Hospice Society – Bathing System Replacement
Okanagan Symphony Orchestra – Making a Difference with Music

“We feel this event could become as big and as important to the North
Okanagan as Winter Carnival and Funtastic”, he said,” and with the help
of hundreds of volunteers we’re going to make sure that happens.”

O`keefe Ranch and Interior Heritage Society – Accessibility Golf Cart
for Seniors

Shubert Center Society – Meals on Wheels

We’re starting to see donations coming to the Foundation specifically for
the Smart & Caring Community Fund; a trend we know will continue
There are so many ways to give. You can start a named endowment fund
that will continue to provide income to our community forever. Or you
can give a simple one time donation of any amount at any time. Whether
a gift is large or small, it all helps our community! Contact Leanne
Hammond at 250-542-8655 or email Leanne@cfno.org to find out more.

The term “Tattoo,” originated 300 years ago when the British Army was
fighting in Belgium. Soldiers were called in each night at curfew or,
“Doe den tap toe,” Dutch for “turn off the tap,” which evolved into “taptoo” and eventually “tattoo.”

Family Resource Centre Society for the North Okanagan – New
Flooring

Salvation Army – Vernon Branch – Equipment Requirements

While we will always help donors support their favourite causes, we’re
working hard to increase discretionary funds to enable our board and
grants committee to react to immediate community needs.

“Yes, I’m the producer-director,” said Crerar, “and also the head
cheerleader and salesman and whatever else it takes to make this work.
I’ll probably be cleaning up afterward,” he laughed.

Canadian Red Cross – Vernon HELP Team

People Place Society – Landscape Revitalization

Each year, the income from this endowed fund will be used to increase
our granting cycle impact. In Spring 2014 we distributed close to $90,000
to local charities who applied for help with their valuable programs. With
your support, we’d like to increase that dramatically!

The genius of the Governor General’s challenge rests in its simplicity
and flexibility. It compels us to use both our hearts and our minds to
make this great nation even greater. The smart and caring movement
connects us all – from coast to coast – in a sense of common purpose:
strengthening our nation, one community at a time.

“This will be the largest marching, musical, singing and dancing
extravaganza ever to come to the North Okanagan.” That’s how Norm
Crerar, Producer-Director describes the Okanagan Military Tattoo slated
for Kal Tire Place August 1 and 2.

Caetani Cultural Centre Society – Caetani Centre Music Series & Art
Festival

Enderby Pastoral Charge/St Andrew’s United Church – Bi Level
Wheelchair Access Ramp

The Community Foundation of the
North Okanagan has taken the Governor
Governor General
General’s words to heart. We are
David Johnston
delighted to invite you to invest in our
community’s future through our Smart & Caring Community Fund.

region is from our annual grant application process, with the remaining
80% distributed from “directed funds”, where the donor has specified
the recipient charities. The Foundation distributed over $400,000 for
2013/2014.

A Major New Annual
Event in Vernon

Armstrong Spallumcheen Museum & Arts Society – Heat and Air to
Book & Photo Rooms

Enderby & District Community Resource Centre – Room Renovations

With his keynote address to Canada’s
community foundations; Canada’s
Governor General issued a challenge – a
call to action that resonated deeply. The
invitation to build a “smart and caring
nation” as Canada approaches its 150th
birthday in 2017 galvanized a new way
of thinking about the work of community
foundations across the country.

About 20% of the funding support the Foundation provides in the

2014 Grant Recipients

Community Dental Access Centre (North Okanagan) Computer
Replacement

…Create A Legacy Today

Community Foundation of the North Okanagan directors Kathleen Lainsbury and
Pippa Shaw (centre) present grants for various community projects to (from left): Janice
Goll and Lorna Thorburn of Canadian Red Cross; Victor Lepp and Sharon Melanson of
Community Dental Access Centre; Karl Popke and Jim Dennison of Community Baptist
Church; Kara Wilhelms of the Enderby and District Community Resource Centre; and Doug
Cameron of the Alternative Learning Lunch program, the beneficiary of the Community
Baptist Church grant.

For further information visit our website at www.cfno.org

Tickets are available from Ticketmaster or online at okanagantattoo.ca .
The Okanagan Military Tattoo is supported in part by a donation from
the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan.

Community Foundation of the North Okanagan director Chris Alveberg (left) presents
grants for various community projects to Victor Wright of the Hullcar and Deep Creek Hall
Society (from left); Norm Crerar with the Kalamalka Highlanders Pipe Band Society and
Okanagan Military Tattoo; Barb Levesque of the John Howard Society, Ron Allen of the
North Okanagan Hospice Society and Paul Filippi of the Family Resource Centre Society
for the North Okanagan

For further information visit our website at www.cfno.org

Create A Legacy Today
Family Resource Centre Benefits
from Foundation
“With the generous support of the Community Foundation the Family Resource Centre
can now have new flooring throughout the agency. The current floor in the agency is over
18 years old and is threadbare and tough to keep clean despite best efforts. With this help
we can replace the carpets with vinyl plank flooring. Our clients can now be served in a
non-allergenic hygienic, and easy to
maintain environment.
Grants from The Community
Foundation’s and Kalamalka Rotary
combined with fundraising efforts
by staff and volunteers allow the
Resource Centre to move ahead with
this project. The Agency and the
people we serve are most grateful.

Community Foundation of the North Okanagan director Janice
Mori (centre) presents a grant to sisters Indigo (left) and Jade
Freeman representing the Okanagan Symphony Youth Orchestra.

Directors
New flooring provides a non-allergenic hygienic surface for
children to play.

Funds Under Management

Cumulative Grants and
Distributions since Inception

Donations can be made to the Community
Foundation of the North Okanagan by visiting www.
cfno.org and clicking on
the “Donate Now” button
as shown at the right.
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