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Community Foundation surpasses $10,000,000
The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan endowment funds 
under management recently surpassed $10 million.

The Foundation was initially incorporated in 1975 by the Vernon Rotary 
Club under the name “Vernon Benevolent Society”, its purpose to hold 
charitable donations which would be used to better address the needs of 
the Vernon community.  Over time and several name changes the society 
is now the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan and its sphere 
of interest has expanded to include the whole of the North Okanagan.

Growth of the Community Foundation initially was slow, partly by 
reason that the Foundation has avoided direct aggressive fund raising 
in competition to the many other worthy charities operating in the 

North Okanagan.  The Foundations fund 
raising strategy has been to encourage 

donations, particularly testamentary 
gifts by will, from citizens in the 

Community who have prospered 
in their businesses, have enjoyed 
the wonderful lifestyle in the 
North Okanagan and who are 
prepared to return a benefi t to 
their Community.

This strategy has proved 
successful.  As the Foundation 

has become better known its 
growth has continued to accelerate.  

In more recent years many of 
Vernon’s agencies and organizations 

have also entrusted the management of their 
funds to the Community Foundation.  The Foundation holds and invests 
substantial sums on behalf of the Vernon Jubilee Hospital Foundation, 
The Vernon & District Performing Arts Centre, The North Okanagan 
Hospice Society, The Armstrong Spallumcheen Museum & Arts Society, 
The Vernon Community Music School to name but a few.

Having achieved the $10 million milestone, the Foundation’s next goal 
is to raise an additional $5 million over the next fi ve years which would 

enable the Foundation to distribute approximately $750,000 per year 
within the North Okanagan community.

DonateShares.com
The Federal Budget of May 2006 eliminated capital gains on listed appreciated shares donated 
to a charity, providing donors with excellent tax savings for donations of publicly listed shares or 
mutual funds.  David Ellis, FCSI, CFP, a Vernon investment advisor, has provided The Community 
Foundation with a new website that explains in detail the Donate Shares Gift Program which is 
designed for individuals, families or corporate donors wishing to support charitable causes in a 
meaningful way without the time and cost associated with establishing a private foundation.  It’s an 
easy, convenient way to support charitable causes, today and in the future, while receiving important 
tax benefi ts.  Through this program you can make initial and ongoing contributions to a charitable 
gift fund managed in perpetuity by the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan. Please visit 
www.donateshares.com for additional detailed information.
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In 1975 the Crisis Line began serving the area of Vernon and District 
with a 24 hour/day, 7 day/week service operating without interruption 
of service for the entire 35 years. The Crisis Line and Referral Service 
provide confidential and non-judgmental emotional support to those in 
distress or despair.

Providing callers with appropriate information and community referrals 
is a significant part of the service and when necessary a caller may be 
connected to Mental Health Emergency Services or 911 for a life-saving 
intervention. Volunteers answer calls after successfully completing 
in-depth training in all aspects related to crisis intervention work. This 
service is available at no cost to callers throughout the North Okanagan 
including Revelstoke and the Shuswap. 

The Crisis line has been the recipient of several grants from the 
Community Foundation and General Manager, Sharon Durant says, 

“without the Community Foundation 
funding it’s unlikely the Crisis Line 
would have been able to provide as 
many services as it does.”

The Good Morning Program has been 
running as long as the Crisis Line. It 
is a phone-out service to individuals 
who are isolated and/or have high risk 
health concerns. This service offers 
peace of mind; some social connection for Good Morning clients and 
enables them to live independently, longer.

Other programs provided by PIN are the Suicide Prevention Program, 
Volunteer Training and Community Training.  

In 1947 Guy MacKenzie, a United Church minister began taking 
children out to a camp on Mabel Lake.  Since then the MacKenzie 
Camp has evolved from tents and a barn for rain shelter, to a camp 
which can accommodate one hundred campers at a time.  MacKenzie 
Camp now includes seven cabins, a craft hall, and the new multi-use 
Alice Large Hall complete with a modern kitchen, a dining room 
and a dorm housing forty-eight campers in all seasons.

The camp welcomes children from the North Okanagan, all of 
Western Canada, the USA and as far away as Korea and Japan.  Two 
thirds of the campers are subsidized through fund raising events, 
grants and camperships making the experience available to all who 
wish to attend.

Construction of the new 
Alice Large hall began in 
2002, and has continued 
for the last seven years as 
funds became available.  In 
the spring of 2010, with the 
help of a grant from the 
Community Foundation of 
the North Okanagan, the 
United Church of Canada, 
individual donors, and many 
hours of volunteer work, the 
siding on the new hall was 
completed.

The Community Foundation 
of the North Okanagan 
provided funds to the Allan 
Brooks Society in 2008 to 
assist with the preparation 
of a Strategic Plan. The Plan 
was required to assess and 
build upon the Society’s 
strengths and to identify 
areas where improvements 
were needed to make the 
organization more effective 
and responsive to the 
community. 

The Society also wanted 
to identify potential 
partnerships and / or collaborative initiatives to stabilize their operations 
and further the cause of environmental education and conservation in the 
Okanagan.

Thanks to the funding provided by the Community Foundation of the 
North Okanagan, the Society has been able to improve programs for school 
groups and the general public. They’ve also provided valuable input to the 
local Community Plans by way of the Sensitive Ecosystem Inventories 
which they’ve spearheaded each of the last several years.

Over 1,275 students received age/grade appropriate lessons on the 
environment at the Centre in 2009 and many more classes received 
on-site lessons at Coldstream Creek Park learning about and watching 
Kokanee spawning in September and early October.

The Armstrong Spallumcheen Museum & Art Society (ASMAS) has 
benefitted from the North Okanagan Community Foundation in two very 
distinct ways.

A number of years ago, ASMAS found itself in an unusual situation. 
The organization had received a substantial sum of money from a very 
supportive Armstrong resident. ASMAS was and still is a group comprised 
of volunteers and at the time they had little experience managing finances 
outside of their own personal business. The problem was how to manage 
this money with the community’s best interests in mind. At first the Society 
commandeered a couple of volunteers to manage the donation but very 
soon realized that professional help was needed at which point the Society 

enlisted the help of the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan 
(CFNO).  

The Society reports that “ever since, CFNO has managed our money 
carefully and with good judgment and the Society takes great comfort in 
knowing that the money that was entrusted to us, is very well taken care 
of.”

Secondly, ASMAS has been the recipient of grants offered by CFNO, the 
most recent in 2008. The grant funded a computer that enables the photo 
archives department to digitize photo archives enabling ASMAS to better 
preserve their historical information for the use of generations to come. 

A Message from the President

Vernon Jubilee Hospital Foundation

People In Need Crisis Line

Armstrong Spallumcheen Museum & Arts Society
The past two years have proved difficult for charities.  Record low interest 
rates, negative investment returns and significantly declining donations 
– all have severely curtailed charitable activities in our community. 
The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan has shared in the 
hardship resulting from the recent recession and unfavourable investment 
climate.

In 2008 donations received by the Community Foundation totalled $1.147 
million.  In 2009 donations declined to $139,000. As of March 31, 2010 
(six months into our fiscal year) donations received or committed total 
$400,000.

All endowment funds donated to the Community Foundation are held in 
perpetuity, invested and the investment returns used to fund Foundation 
goals. Through prudent investment strategies the Foundation strives to 
achieve an annual investment return of 8% of which 5% is paid out in 
grants, 1% is allocated to administrative costs and the remaining 2% is 
added back to each fund as a hedge against inflation.

In 2008 the Community Foundation experienced a negative investment 
return of 14.21% as a result of which it was necessary to suspend 
distributions. In 2009 a positive investment return of 10.13% was 
achieved.  To date seven months into the 2010 fiscal year the investment 
return stands at 14.86%. The Foundation has more than recovered its 
recent investment losses and is resuming distributions awarding over 

$325,000 in grants in the current year.

In early 2010 the Community Foundation 
reached a milestone in surpassing the $10 
million mark in endowment funds under 
management. With the generous donations 
received from the Greater Vernon community 
and with an improving investment climate I 
am optimistic that the Foundation will be in a 
position to distribute upwards of $500,000 in 
the community in the coming year.

Over the past 35 years the Community Foundation has made distributions 
in excess of $3.5 million by way of grants and scholarships. The 
Foundation is grateful to the individuals, groups and organizations 
that choose to benefit their community by way of donations to the 
Community Foundation of the North Okanagan. Only through your 
generosity do you enable the Foundation to grow and better address the 
charitable needs of our Community.

I would like to personally thank our Board of directors, our Executive 
Director, our volunteers and in particular our Investment Committee 
whose wise counsel contributed greatly to our recovery from the 
recession.

Mike Tindall,
CFNO President

John Cullen, Manager of 
Emergency and Ambulatory Care

Sharon Durant, General 
Manager and Kara Durant, 

Assistant

Olgie Spitzer and Karenpreet Dhaliwal,
front line workers.

Learning about nature can be fun.

Volunteers,
our most valuable resource

Vernon Women’s Transition House Society

Allan Brooks Nature Centre MacKenzie Camp
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Since its inception as a charitable society in 1981, 
Vernon Jubilee Hospital Foundation has worked with 
the Greater Vernon community to raise millions of 
dollars to help fund patient and resident care needs 
both in hospital and residential care facilities in the 
North Okanagan.

The Vernon Jubilee Hospital Foundation purchases 
include an ultrasound unit, mammography equipment, 
a CT scanner, birthing beds and fetal monitors, IV 
pumps, scopes for diagnosing and treating cancer, 
cardiac and vital signs monitors, bladder scanners, 
a tissue processor, microscopes, a vision machine 

for the Armstrong Lions Vision Centre and bathing 
system tub for a residential care facility.  

Currently the Hospital Foundation is actively working 
with the community to raise $7 million dollars to 
assist in equipping the new Patient Care Tower at 
Vernon Jubilee Hospital.  

The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan 
partners with the Hospital Foundation by investing 
and managing a substantial portion of their endowment 
funds thereby saving the Hospital Foundation 
management time and minimizing administration and 
other costs.

Vernon Women’s Transition House Society 
(VWTHS) has been providing services to the 
North Okanagan since 1980.  Programs include 
transitional shelter and housing, counselling for 
women and children and support and housing 
for young parents. These services are provided 
through residential and community programs. 

The Vernon Women’s Transition House shelters 
and supports hundreds of women and children 
a year. While staying at the Transition House, 
they receive counselling and support. However, 
there is no capacity to provide support to women 
after they leave, or for women who don’t need 
or want to come to the transition house. 

Funding assistance for the Women’s 
Transition House has been supplied in part 

by the Community Foundation and has been 
instrumental in ensuring the continuation of a 
number of programs according to Executive 
Director, Debby Hamilton.

The Healthy Balance Program, with funding 
assistance from the Community Foundation of 
the North Okanagan, will provide group and 
individual counselling to approximately 96 
women who have about 200 children between 
them. These children will benefit from having 
a healthier, more stable mother. Of these 
96 women, many will proceed to enrol in 
the Bridges Employment Program through 
Community Futures. Women will also go on to 
attend college or employment. 

63 YEARS OF SERVICE ON MABEL LAKE



“If the last recession has shown us anything 
it’s that agencies that rely on government 
grants can no longer do so,” says Vernon 
philanthropist George Galbraith.  “It’s 
critically important that these groups take a 
long-term view, start their own endowment 
funds, get into planned giving and begin 
generating their own earnings.”

Galbraith built and operated Vercom Cable 
Services Ltd., Vernon’s cable system, which 
he sold in 1991 to Shaw Communications 

where he continues to sit on the Board of Directors.  He is strongly in 
favor of letting existing foundations manage community endowments. 
“It’s less costly to operate that way,” he says, “and you’re sure that all of 
the detailed annual government and taxation paperwork is being taken 
care of in a timely manner.”

A member of the Community Foundation Board from 1990 to 2000, 
Galbraith has three funds with the Foundation for management; the 
Galbraith Family Fund, the Caroline Galbraith Cancer Fund and the 

Caroline Galbraith Endowment Fund.  Earnings from these funds are 
distributed annually at the family’s direction.  His family has been working 
with and making donations to Vernon and area charities for decades. 

“My family has a long history in Vernon,” says Galbraith.  “My mother 
Lillian was always involved in charitable work and my wife Caroline was 
as well so I just naturally fell into it.”  In fact in 1975 George’s uncle, 
Horace Galbraith, made the fi rst donation to the Vernon Benevolent 
Society, the predecessor of today’s Community Foundation.

“When you’re younger and in business you donate your time to help 
manage charities,” says Galbraith, “then when you’re closer to retirement 
and not around as much you begin donating money.”

Galbraith favors making donations where matching funds can be used 
to multiply the effect of the original donation through matching dollars 
from private sources, from government or from other foundations.  And 
he always makes sure that a portion of his donations go toward education.  
“I really enjoy donating to scholarships and bursaries,” he says “and I’m 
always happy to hear from donation recipients about how they spent the 
money and how they’re doing now.”

Community Foundation of the North Okanagan:  (250) 542-8677 • fax (250) 542-8655 • #304, 3402-27th Avenue, Vernon, BC  V1T 1S1

MIKE TINDALL
President

JANICE MORI
Vice-President

CATHERINE LORD
Treasurer

HERB WONG
Secretary

KEITH ALLAN
Past President

GARY HUSTON
Director

MARTY ARMSTRONG
Director

DAVE ADAMS
Director

DAVE HOCKLEY
Director

CALVIN HOY
Director

CAROL WILLIAMS
Director

RUBY SHARMA
Director

PAUL NIXON
Director

BRAD MARSH
Director

PIPPA SHAW
Director

DAVE FLETCHER
Executive Director

DAVID ELLIS
Volunteer

CORY RUNDELL
Volunteer

KATHLEEN LAINSBURY
Volunteer

Directors

Sincere Thanks to Our Donors
The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan joins with the service 
groups, charities and organizations who have benefi tted from Foundation 
funding in thanking the individuals and groups who have so generously supported the 
Community Foundation.  Without the generous participation of our many donors, an untold number 
of worthwhile community projects might never reach their goals.  Our sincere thanks to each and every one of you.
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Conversation with George Galbraith

George Galbraith


