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Our Mission:
The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan is dedicated to improving the quality of life in the region by            

distributing the earnings from a permanent, ever-growing pool of funds.

Our Vision:
Enhancing the quality of life in the communities of the North Okanagan!

 A Play Place for Everyone
When it was time to replace playground 
equipment, JW Inglis Elementary School’s 
PAC took on a big job - fundraising for the 
$68,000 necessary to build it.

Paula Harned, whose children don’t yet at-
tend school, took on the role of Fundraising 
Director for the PAC, and set out on the task 
of raising almost $60,000 over what they 
already had in the coffers.

“We had several groups like the Lions, the 
Legion, and of course many businesses and 
members of the community support us by 
buying cookie dough, wrapping paper and 
everything else we kept throwing at them,” 
says Paula, “We also received generous do-
nations of items from Agro Road Mainte-
nance, Rouck Brothers Sawmill, Paragon 
Forest Products, Sheardown’s Foodliner 
and Green Ridge Building Supplies for our 
silent auction.”  

Paula says that although they had a lot Kids from the Lumby Summer Day Camp 

Investing in a fund with the Community             
Foundation is a great way to give.  It’s a lasting 

way to give.

With a $5000 fund, set up for a scholarship or 
charity you specify, you’re planting a seed that 
will grow indefi nitely and still bear fruit in the 

form of annual gifts. 

For 30 years, The Foundation has nurtured the 
funds entrusted to us by individual citizens and 

independent charities with solid results.   

Take advantage of our investment power with 
your charitable donations. Set up a fund, or   

contribute to an existing one and create a legacy 
that lasts generations. 
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support from businesses and organizations 
in the community, they applied to the Com-
munity Foundation for the $6,700 to com-
plete the project, which they were granted.

“We looked to the Community Foundation 
because it seemed to be a natural fi t,” says 
Paula,  “Our school is near the center of the 
community for everyone and because it will 
be available for use by everyone.”  

The structure is divided into three sections 
– one for primary children, one for inter-
mediate aged children, and the Participark 
portion of the structure which is designed 
for ages up to adults providing strength, en-
durance and fl exibility stations. 

Paula says that in the many times she has 
driven by the playground, it is almost al-
ways occupied by people of all ages.

“This has truly become a place where the 
community comes together. “

Investing in a fund with the Community             

Create a Legacy
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The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan 
has enjoyed a record year for growth of its endowment 
funds, at about 17% - more than twice our target of 8%.   
In dollars, our invested capital grew by just over $1 Million.

Because of this growth, we were able to distribute 
$320,000 to 110 scholarships and charities and we are 
on track to distribute even more funds next year.

I would like to thank our investment committee for the 
success they’ve had increasing the portfolio – it’s just 
good fund management on their part.  A complete copy 
of our fi nancial statements can be viewed on our web-
site at www.cfno.org.  

In this report, we highlight some initiatives partly fund-
ed by The Foundation.   The volunteers on these projects 
have worked tirelessly on their ventures and  should be 
commended for their achievements.

It was a pleasure to review the many applications we 
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A Message from the President

Eric Foster, CFNO President 
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Serious Science - FUN
Kids’ programs at the 
Okanagan Science Cen-
tre are serious fun, but it 
takes serious fundraising 
to make them viable.

From a grant given by the 
Foundation last year, the 
Science Centre was able 
to create the Saturday Se-
rious Fun program, that 
in turn led to an entry in 
the NSERC Promo Sci-
ence Awards.  This entry 
has provided the Science 
Centre with an additional 
three years of funds for the 
program – a serious boost 
to the Centre!

This year the Science 
Centre applied for and 
received a grant from the 
Foundation that will help 
it launch a preschooler 
program in the fall.

Sandi Dixon, Centre Man-
ager, says that through the Silly Series of Science Program, young children 
will be given the opportunity to explore phenomena and materials that draw 
upon their natural curiosity, captivate, motivate and prepare them for ideas 
important to later learning.

The month-long sessions run from September to June and are open for kids 3 
– 5 years and their parent(s) or caregivers.  It promises to be a fun diversion 
for those young and old.

received for funds, and although we are not able to contribute 
to all of them, we wish them all success.

This past year we have had a few changes on the Board of Di-
rectors of The Foundation.  We welcome Bryon Brandle as a 
new Director and Dave Fletcher as our new Executive Director.
Dave has taken over for Marty Armstrong, who served as Ex-
ecutive Director with The Foundation for fi ve years.  Dave has 
been a great addition to our organization, with vast experience 
in not-for-profi ts, and extensive involvement in the community.

This year, Dave and our Marketing Committee introduced 
a new logo and publicity campaign which has refreshed the 
image of The Foundation and provides real examples of how 
legacies help a community.  

A special thanks to all of the Board of Directors, past and pres-
ent, for their time and energy helping to ensure a fi nancial fu-
ture for many of the charities and not-for-profi t organizations 
in our region.  
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g r o w  a  l e g a c y . . .

The Foundation embarked on a public awareness campaign in the late spring that introduced its new 
logo and showed the different facets of the Foundation - the community partners who have been 

instrumental in developing the  Foundation, the organizations who use the Foundation to invest their 
endowment funds, and the groups and individuals who benefi t from the  investment gains.
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“Build the Spirit of your Community”

Carol has served the Greater Vernon area for over 20 
years in a number of volunteer capacities.  As Cold-
stream Councillor for nearly two terms, and Okanagan 
Library Board Chair for three, Carol’s résumé reads 
like a listing of non-profi t agencies in the area.

Carol says that she chose to serve on the CFNO Board 
because she wanted to learn more about the different 
charities in the North Okanagan, and CFNO provided 
a way to serve a large number at once.

Woman of the Year in 2003, Order of Jopo in 1993, 
Carol, a former nurse, says that volunteering is her 
passion - and the CFNO is happy to have her in its 
fold.  

Carol has served the Greater

Carol Williams

Carol Williams, well balanced.
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Kingfi sher 
Hall
The Kingfi sher Community 
Hall on Mabel Lake Road 
in Enderby was granted 
$5,500 by the CFNO to turn 
these cramped quarters into 
usable outdoor patio space 
and make the area wheel-
chair accessible.

“Give where 

you live”
Community Foundation

o f t h e N o r t h O k a n a g a n

As a Foundation board member, Herb 
fi nds that he can maximize the scope of 
his contribution to our community.

“My father volunteered and helped oth-
ers and this taught me the value of com-
munity service,” says Wong. “There are 
many worthy causes but not enough
time to be involved in them all.”

Herb is a Certifi ed Financial Planner, 
and has a passion for fi nding solutions
for estate planning, especially planned 
charitable gifting.

Herb Wong

Herb Wong, aspiring stand-up comedian.
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Former Curator Leaves 
Legacy to the Museum 

John Shephard was a quiet, shy man 
who lived a simple existence, by him-
self, with no living family other than a 
distant cousin.

A long-time employee of the Vernon 
Museum, Shephard became the Curator 
in 1967, shortly after the museum was 
built.  

Although he retired in 1984, Shephard 
still volunteered at the museum every 
day archiving property assessment re-
cords and happenings in the Vernon 
Daily News until he suffered a stroke 
in 2003.

Friends of Shephard knew that he was 
passionate about botany, reading and 
classical music, but they didn’t know 
that he had another keen hobby – wisely 
investing his money.

Shephard passed away on Christmas 
Eve 2003, and left his life savings to 
the museum - of which nearly $300,000 
was forwarded to the Community Foun-
dation of the North Okanagan.  Some 
of the remaining funds were used to       

purchase moveable aisle shelving, 
which now holds many of the docu-
ments Shephard worked so tirelessly to 
archive.

The Foundation also accumulates a 
pool of monies from its own endow-
ment, that many community-based 
charitable organizations apply for on an 
annual basis.

To make their endowment funds go 
further, agencies like the Vernon Jubi-
lee Hospital Foundation, the Perform-
ing Arts Centre Society, as well as the 
Vernon Museum, hold them with the 
Foundation, taking advantage of the 
Foundation’s larger investment pools 
and better returns.

By giving the money to the Foundation 
it meant that the Vernon Museum would 
receive an annual cheque for operating 
expenses while saving their capital.

“It will free up time to put effort into 
education programs and displays,” says 
Museum Curator, Ron Candy, “those 
are the things we should be doing.”

Curator, Ron Candy with picture of John Shephard 

Directors 

Sincere 

Thanks 
to Our 
Donors

The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan and all of the service groups, 
charities and organizations who have received funding from the CFNO would 
like to whole-heartedly thank all of the individuals and groups who have sup-
ported the Foundation.  Without your generosity, the stories on these pages would 
be much different and for that,  we are very grateful.  In respect of your privacy 
we have chosen not to list your names, but please know that you have the com-
munity’s thanks

Community  Foundation
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