
by Hollie Henderson

The North Okanagan Child Care Society is a non-profi t society and 
registered charity formed in 1994 which initially opened its doors to 16 
children with two educators. Sixteen years later, the Society is home 
to 200+ children daily and is the third largest early learning and 
care centre in Canada, employing over 35 full-time educators. 

The Society offers care and education for children from 9 months 
through to 12 years of age and is a leader in early childhood 
education services in Vernon. North Okanagan Child Care has a 
reputation for having a variety of programs offering quality and 
diversity in learning opportunities with the highest standards of 
care and education. Their goal is to provide inclusive care and 
education for every child in the community while giving them 
the opportunity to achieve their individual potential.

The Society believes that by investing in the early years, it’s 
investing in our citizens of tomorrow. As professionals, the 
staff know that children learn through play; children who play 
outdoors regularly develop stronger immune systems, have 
more active imaginations, have lower stress levels, and are 
enthusiastic and successful learners. By encouraging children 
to get outside, get moving, and connect with the natural world, 
children beome happier, healthier and stronger! NOCCS 
ensures each child is provided with the opportunity to be 
successful and challenge themselves in all areas of development.

The Society is grateful for The Community Foundation’s support and 
looks forward to creating a desirable outdoor space for all the children 
in our community … “it takes a village to raise a child!”
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The North Okanagan Child Care Society

Improving Outdoor Space for Children

Pat and Gladys Duke Scholarship extends the 
Power of Legacy to Future Generations

by David Hockley

Twenty-one years after his passing, Pat Duke 
continues to shape the lives of youth in Lumby 
through the Pat and Gladys Duke Scholarship 
awarded annually to a Lumby student. 

A recipient of Order of British Columbia, Pat 
and his wife Gladys, were tireless advocates 
for youth. Pat demonstrated his passion to 
turn students into meaningful contributors to 
society as a managing co-ordinator of the Job 
Entry Training Program and chairman of the 
Joint Manpower Adjustment Committee.

His list of contributions to Lumby and the 
North Okanagan is astounding! Pat moved 

to Lumby from England in 1927 at the age 
of 19 where he eventually met and married 
Gladys Bessette. After serving in the Second 
World War his infl uence in Lumby began to 
grow. He helped organize the drive to build 
the Royal Canadian Legion and later served 
as its president. Not long afterward he served 
as President of the Chamber of Commerce, 
continued involvement in public life as 
trustee on the Lumby Water District Board, 
and eventually served as mayor for all but two 
years between 1951 and 1986! 

Pat’s leadership shaped fi re protection, 
sewage facilities, a community skating arena, 
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by Herb Wong, CFNO secretary & director 
The Community Foundation uses two methods to 
help generous individuals make meaningful and 
lasting impacts in their community. 
Capital we receive is invested and only the income 
is distributed. A directed fund is where the donor 
predetermines the recipient of the income. A 
discretionary fund is where the donor empowers 
the Foundation to determine the recipient. Since 
2000, the Foundation has distributed over $900,000 
in discretionary funds.
Each spring, discretionary income distribution 
begins when the Foundation solicits applications. 
Each application undergoes a rigorous examination 

to ensure it satisfies Foundation policies and that it 
complies with government regulations.
Every year, many charitable organizations apply 
to us for funding. Typically, the aggregate dollar 
value requested is four to five times the funds 
available. Regrettably however, funds are limited 
and many applicants receive less than requested or 
no funding.  
The obvious solution is to increase the discretionary 
funds managed by the Foundation, thereby 
increasing the income available for distribution. 
Please contact us for further information on how 
you can help enhance the quality of life in our 
communities.

by Edith Hockley
Double VM Bible Camp exists because of the generosity of many 
individuals who wish to create a balanced program for the physical 
and spiritual enrichment of youth, families, churches and other 
organizations. 
The property originally donated by Vern Miller and his son is a rustic 
camp set on approximately 90 acres on Creighton Valley Road, 5 kms 
east of Echo Lake. This beautiful property with its log construction main 
lodge built in 1924 oper-
ates off the grid producing 
its own electricity. More 
innovative and exciting 
than that are the energetic 
camps that have been 
held continuously over 
the last 45 years. Double 
VM’s enthusiastic and 
committed volunteer staff 
have hosted and served 
a variety of camps and 
retreats and continue to 
work diligently at keep-
ing the cost among the most affordable around. In addition, camper
subsidies are regularly offered for many to ensure all children and teens 
have the opportunity to experience summer camp.
The Camp is particularly grateful that the Community Foundation of 
the North Okanagan has accepted our grant application towards the new 
washroom facility which will maintain a high level of hygiene and make 
the camping experience fantastic for all. The staff says this grant money 
will go along way towards completing the facility and will encourage 
their many campers, volunteers and supporters.

by Ron Candy and Janice Mori
A Vernon mystery solved, and 
now a timely grant from the 
Community Foundation of the 
North Okanagan will help get a 
piece of Vernon history back up 
and running. 
The Greater Vernon Museum 
and Archives, caretakers of our 
area history, fi rst solved the 
mystery of the missing parts and are now in the process of getting the 
old post offi ce clock back to its original working state. The original 
tower clock was part of a beautiful new Vernon post offi ce back in 
1912.  When the building was torn down in 1959, the owners of the 
Allison Hotel had the foresight to rescue the clock from the scrap heap 
and hoped to fi nd a way to get it back in operation.  To mark British 
Columbia’s Centennial in 1971, a local committee acquired the old 

clock and installed the dials into a new 
clock tower which was located outside 
the Vernon museum.  It was set to work 
by an electric motor and the original 
mechanism went into storage.  Forty 
years later these original working 
parts were discovered in storage at 
the O’Keefe Ranch, acquired by the 
Vernon Museum and the restoration 
project undertaken.
The Community Foundation of the 
North Okanagan is pleased to be a part 
of preserving local history with a grant 
from our Discretionary Funds.

A Message from the President A Message from the Executive Director

Double VM Bible Camp 
Building a New
Washroom Facility

Keeping Time in Vernon 
with a Grant from the 
CFNO

Restricted and Discretionary Funds

The publication last year of the Vernon ‘Vital Signs’ report card 
marked another milestone in the growth of the Community Foundation.   
Second in importance only to the ongoing stewardship of the almost 
150 individual endowments managed by the Foundation, ‘Vital Signs’ 
provides  a snapshot of public opinion on 11 community topics including 
Learning, Housing, Health and Wellness and Security among others.  A 
complete copy of the report is available on our web site at cfno.org.  The 
publication was the result of several hundred hours of research and input 
by a volunteer committee of the Board and our Executive Director.

As well as identifying potential areas of concern within the community, 
‘Vital Signs’ provided strategic guidance to our Grants Committee as 
they deliberated on 38 applications for assistance from the Foundation’s 
non-directed funds.  Ten organizations from Vernon, Armstrong, Lumby 
and Cherryville were chosen by the Grants Committee and approved 
by the Board, receiving on June 5th, a total of $61,300.  In addition the 
Foundation distributed $265,000 to a broad variety of organizations and 
over 60 scholarships as directed by the donors of each endowment.

I’m very pleased to report that the Foundation has adopted a new three-
pillar Strategic Plan.  The first pillar is a goal of increasing funds under 
management to $20 million by 2016 with a focus on increasing non-
directed endowments to provide additional funds and better address 
worthwhile community projects.

Improving communication is the second pillar 
of the strategic plan. This has already been 
partially addressed with the creation of a twice 
yearly Foundation newsletter titled, ‘Giving 
Matters.’  Donor information brochures have 
also been updated and all printed materials 
are available at cfno.org under the ‘brochures/
newsletters’ tab.  The Foundation web site will 
also undergo major updating and improvements 
later this year.

The third pillar of the Strategic Plan envisions hiring of a Fund 
Development Officer and advertisements will appear shortly seeking 
suitable candidates.

The total value of the endowments managed by the Community 
Foundation increased over the year from $10,424,693 to $10,893,488 
as a result of earnings plus new donations of $88,539.  New donations 
to date for the present fiscal year already total $139,745 and half-year 
earnings from the endowments were tracking at 6.39% against a full 
year benchmark of 6%.

Lastly, our thanks to everyone in the community who made donations 
this year; your ongoing contributions and support are the backbone of a 
successful community foundation.

Mike Tindall,
CFNO President Dave Fletcher,

Executive Director

Create a Legacy Today

One of the most wonderful things one can be part of is to receive money from good people and get to give it back out to other 
good people.  I have been with the Community Foundation of the North Okanagan since 2004 and am always delighted 
when someone wants to donate money.  Not for the obvious, but for the incredible feeling of accomplishment you get when 
you use the money to effectively change people’s lives or to make a difference in the ability for some of our local charities 
to do what they do best.  For instance one of the most exciting is scholarships.  We have over 60 scholarships worth a total of 
over $42,000 that were distributed this year.  Some of the recipients of these scholarships would have a challenge raising the 
necessary money to pursue their educational dreams if it weren’t for these scholarships.  When asked I know these students 
would say that a small scholarship of only $100 would at least buy a text book or two, or much needed school supplies and 
that in itself to some is a great help.  So, if you are of like mind and have the capability to start a scholarship fund talk to us 
because a donation of $10,000 to a scholarship fund would produce an annual scholarship of $350 for ever.  Forever.

(Continued from Page 1)

minor sports and village incorporation. It is 
no wonder he is is pictured in one of Lumby’s 
downtown murals, was named Lumby Lion’s 
Good Citizen of the Year in 1982 and was 
affectionately called “Mr. Lumby”.

His wife Gladys, one of 10 children born and 
raised in Lumby supported Pat’s leadership in 
an array of boards and committees, too long to 
list here, and was herself highly involved in the 
community. Gladys represented the Red Cross 
in Lumby for many years, and was involved 
with the CWL, Women’s Institute and the 
Lumby Curling Club. In her working life, she 
owned and operated Nap’s café, built and oper-

ated the Monashee Motel, and had a successful 
real estate career.

This Scholarship, set up with School Division 
22, and now managed by the Community 
Foundation of the North Okanagan, represents 
Pat and Gladys’ dream to help young people 
launch their studies and careers. Their children, 
Denis and Gail, carry on this passion and hope 
recipients will continue their studies at the 
post-secondary level, have successful careers 
and in keeping with their Dad’s memory, give 
back to their communities in some way.

His many years of unselfish dedication were 
best summed up by Reverend Father R. Sheehan 
in his homily at the prayer service for Pat,
“one cannot but marvel at the life of service 
of this man, service to his family, to his com-

munity, to this province, to this country ... much 
has been written of the good that he did, much 
is unwritten, how many, many people he helped 
... known only to Pat and to the recipients of 
this goodness”. 

We congratulate this years Pat and Gladys 
Duke Scholarship recipient, Connor Whiskin 
and hope that both the financial benefit and the 
example of the Duke’s will impact his life for 
years to come. 

The Community Foundation exists for stories 
just like this. Besides the contribution of the 
Duke’s, the example of their lives invited a 
flood of additional contributions toward this 
scholarship when they passed on, and their 
legacy continues to grow.

Scholarship
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by Angela Harvey

The Cherryville Christmas Store opened in the 
month of December, 13 years ago, providing an 
excellent way for Cherryville children to do their 
own Christmas shopping, while also learning to help 
others. Monetary donations enable us to purchase 

inexpensive items for sale in the store. There is 
something there for everyone on your list!  

Over the years shiny, sparkling items fl y off the 
shelves the quickest. Purple dolphin salt and 
pepper shakers and last years gold sequined 
gloves were a big hit for Mom. These items are 
exchanged for cans of food, with nothing in 
the store costing more than three cans. All food
items are then donated to the Cherryville Christmas 
hampers making it a win-win situation for all 
involved. 

The store is a tradition and each year children 
look forward to this fun and affordable way to 
shop, while learning to help others. It is a joy to 
watch the children do their shopping and making 
it easy to fi nd community members to work as 
“cashiers” at the store. Cherryville Elementary
School supports this project 100% and provides us 
with a place to set up shop.  

As you can see, this is a very worthwhile project 
in our small community. Without the help of the 
Community Foundation of the North Okanagan 
we would fi nd it much more diffi cult to be such a 
success story! So, we say thank you very much from 
the Cherryville Christmas Store and the children 
of our community. We invite you to come out in 
December and experience the store for yourself!
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Create a Legacy Today

The Cherryville 
Christmas Store

Connor Whiskin Awarded the Pat 
and Gladys Duke Scholarship

Sincere Thanks to Our Donors
The Community Foundation of the North Okanagan joins with the service 
groups, charities and organizations who have benefi tted from Foundation 
funding in thanking the individuals and groups who so generously support the 
Community Foundation.  Without the generous participation of our many donors, an untold number 
of worthwhile community projects might never reach their goals.  Our sincere thanks to each and every one of you.

Connor Whiskin, graduate from Charles Bloom High School in 
Lumby is awarded the Pat and Gladys Duke Scholarship. (Read Pat 
and Gladys Duke’s story on page 1.) Congratulations Connor; we wish 
you all the best and trust this scholarship and the example of Pat and 
Gladys Duke will serve as an inspiration for your future endeavours. 

This scholarship, set up with School Division 22, is managed by the 
Community Foundation of the North Okanagan and demonstrates how 
the Community Foundation serves the North Okanagan.


